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is not now far distant. He gives orders accordingly, and the
whole Fleet proceeds in that direction, cruisers and
destroyers forming a screen, as usual, against torpedo
attacks.
The Japanese Battle Fleet immediately gives chase.
But the pursuit lacks persistence, and Admiral Matsue is
severely criticized afterwards for failing to finish off his
victory. He eventually has to resign his high office as
Commander-in-Chief of the Japanese Combined Fleet. He
hesitated to follow the enemy too close in to Singapore on
account of the submarines stationed there. Official reports
published later on showed that two submarines only were
based on Singapore. One was away, having been sent
down to the Straits of Sunda, and the other had had a
breakdown which she had not had time to repair and
was out of action. Had the Japanese Battle Fleet persisted
in its pursuit, it would have achieved a far greater
success.
The British get in at nightfall and the Japanese retire to
Sandakan in Borneo, leaving one cruiser squadron
and one destroyer flotilla to watch the approaches to
Singapore.
Result of the fight.
Since the Great War, all nations have devoted themselves
to increasing the offensive power of their ships of war,
armour and protection have been secondary considerations.
The damage done in the fight just described was very much
greater than had generally been expected. Of the British
heavy ships, there remained only Rodney, Ramillies, Renown,
and two io,ooo-ton cruisers. The rest had either been sunk
or had run to neutral ports very severely damaged. Of the
light cruisers and destroyers, only a few were left. And
of all these, not one was fit to go into action again without
extensive repairs, beyond the power of Singapore to carry
out.
On the Japanese side, Mutsu was damaged beyond hope
of going into action again. Nagato, he, Haruna, and Kirishima,
with two io,ooo-ton cruisers, were left, but, like then-
opponents, all severely damaged. Five small cruisers and a
dozen or so destroyers were fit for service : enough to enable
the Japanese to blockade Singapore.